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to agriculture. Here, however, man has made large areas productive
by systematic fertilization and scientific cultivation. Occasional areas
of soil of natural fertility are to be found in this region. These usually
occur where glacial clays are located near limestone regions, and where
the limestone, either by glacial action or through other agencies of
erosion, becomes mixed with the clay. Areas of this kind occur in
portions of southeastern England and in parts of the Swedish plain.
However, glaciation has had at least one beneficial effect. Here, as
elsewhere throughout the world, by grinding up rocks and mixing the
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surface and the subsoils it has added new mineral elements which tend
to benefit the soil and make it enduring.

Throughout this region the alluvial soils of the river valleys and
the deltas arc frequently rich. Fertile and easily worked alluvium has
been carried down by the streams and deposited over the unproductive
clays that originally covered their valley floors. Thus such regions as
the central Belgium plain, most of The Netherlands, and the rift valley
of the Rhine became highly productive agricultural districts.

The heavy rainfall of the north -has reduced the fertility of the
soils through the leaching out of plant foods. It has likewise encour-
aged forest growth, and thus limited the amount of humus which
the soil contains.